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Re:  Pine Ridge Bible Camp Relocated Building: 8415 17 Mile Road, NE

Dear Jerry:

Enclosed is a Resolution of the Zoning Board of Appeals granting variances for the
relocation of the accessory building at Pine Ridge Bible Camp. The Resolution has been
conformed to contain the findings and conditions imposed by the Zoning Board of Appeals. Please
note that the Resolution will not take effect until a final site plan showing the exact location of the
building is approved by the Zoning Administrator.

Please have the resolution signed by Katy and provide a copy to the Applicant. 1 would

also appreciate a copy for our files.

Please let me know if you have any comments or questions.

Vez truly yours,

Ross A. Leisman

Enclosure

cc: Robyn Britton (by email)
Andrea Carr (by email)
Katy Austin (by email)
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Final

TOWNSHIP OF NELSON
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

Ataregular meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Township of Nelson, held at the
Township and Village Hall, Two Maple Street, Sand Lake, Michigan, on the 14 day of October,
2025, at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT: = Members: Noreen, Stolk, Austin

ABSENT:  Members: 0
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Noreen and seconded by Member
Austin:

RESOLUTION REGARDING REQUEST FOR VARIANCES FOR A LAWFULLY
NONCONFORMING ACCESSORY BUILDING

[Application of Pine Ridge Bible Camp; 8415 — 17 Mile Road, NE; PP# 41-03-26-376-006]

WHEREAS, Pine Ridge Bible Camp (the “Applicant™) has applied to the Zoning Board of
Appeals (“ZBA”) for approval to allow an existing, lawfully nonconforming accessory building,
located at 8415 — 17 Mile Road, NE (the “Property™), within the PLR Pine Lake Residential District,
to be relocated from its current location on the Property to a new location that would be further
northward on the Property;

WHEREAS, such relocation would require a dimensional variance under Section 20.5 of the
Zoning Ordinance because, under Michigan law, the lawful extent of a lawful nonconforming
structure encompasses not only its size, but also its essential character and its same location;

WHEREAS, the Applicant, in connection with its proposal to relocate the nonconforming
accessory building, is also seeking approval from the ZBA to enlarge the size of said accessory
building from 16’ x 20’ to 16’ x 32°, which would be an increase in area from 320 sq. fi. to 512 sq.

ft. (i.e., a 60 % increase in size);
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WHEREAS, a 60% increase in size would require a variance from Section 16.1.B of the
Zoning Ordinance, which allows the ZBA to approve the enlargement of a lawful nonconforming
structure by not more than 50% of its original size;

WHEREAS, the ZBA has held a public hearing on the application, after the giving of notice
as required by law, and has considered the comments made by the Applicant, the members of the
public and the materials submitted in support of the application.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

1. Decision Granting the Variance for Relocation of Accessory Building. The ZBA
hereby grants the requested variance to relocate the lawfully nonconforming accessory building
further northward on the Property, so that it will be situated as follows: The northern edge of the
relocated building shall be located 140 — 160 feet north of the northern edge of the existing building,
and it shall comply with the setbacks for a Lakeside Yard in Chapter 7A of the zoning ordinance.
The variances granted herein shall not take effect until a Site Plan indicating the exact location of'the
building is approved by the Zoning Administrator.

2. Findings in Support of Variance for Relocation of Accessory Building. The ZBA
hereby finds that all of the standards of Section 20.5 of the Zoning Ordinance regulating dimensional
variances are satisfied, as follows:

(@ That the enforcement of the literal requirements of this Ordinance would

involve practical difficuities, as follows:
(1) Strict application of the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance would
prevent the accessory building from being moved to a more northerly location where it would be

further away from, and therefore less impacting on, the adjacent residential property to the south.
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(b) That special conditions or circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land,
structures or buildings involved and which are not applicable to other lands, structures or buildings
in the same zoning district, as follows:

€)) The accessory building was in existence prior to the adoption of many
of the Zoning Ordinance amendments regulating the land in the PLR District.

(2)  Theliteral enforcement of the Ordinance would create an inability to
make the accessory building less impacting on the adjacent residential property to the south.

(3)  The Property is exceptionally long and narrow, which is not typical of
other lots in the same zoning district, making it impractical to comply with both the minimum
lakeside and roadside yard setbacks.

{c) That literal interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive
the applicant of property rights commenly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district, as
follows:

(1)  Other properties in the PLR District have the ability to relocate their
accessory buildings on the same property, without a variance.

(d)  That the authorizing of such variance will not be of substantial detriment to
other lands and uses and will not be contrary to the spirit and purposes of this Ordinance, as follows:

(1)  The proposed new location of the accessory building will be more
compliant with the minimum required side yard setback, and therefore be more compatible with the

adjacent residential property to the south.
(2)  The proposed new location of the accessory building will not increase

its nonconformity with respect to its setback from the Lake.
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3. Decision Granting the Variance to Increase the Size of the Accessory Building.
The ZBA hereby grants the requested variance from Section 16.1.B of the Zoning Ordinance, so as
to allow the lawfully nonconforming accessory building ~ when IT IS relocated — to be increased in
size from 16" x 20’ to 16’ x 32°.

4. Findings in Support of Variance to Increase the Size of the Accessory Building.
The ZBA hereby finds that all of the standards of Section 20.5 of the Zoning Ordinance regulating
dimensional variances are satisfied, as follows:

(a) That the enforcement of the literal requirements of this Ordinance would
involve practical difficulties, as follows:

(1)  Based on the Property size, the Applicant would be allowed to have an
accessory building measuring up to 1,633 sq. ft. in area, by right, and so is unduly restricted in its
ability to have a larger-sized accessory building, due to the exceptional narrowness of the Property.

(2)  Allowing a larger accessory building would allow the Applicant to
store more equipment inside and thus reduce the visual clutter on the Property.

(b)  That special conditions or circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land,
structures or buildings involved and which are not applicable to other lands, structures or buildings
in the same zoning district, as follows:

(1)  The Property is exceptionally long and narrow, which is not typical of
other lots in the same zoning district, making it impractical to comply with both the minimum
lakeside and roadside yard setbacks, regardless of the size of the accessory building.

(2)  Thereisaspecial need for a larger accessory building on the Property
because of it being a waterfront parcel, where there is a greater need to store recreational equipment

inside, and thus reduce visual clutter.
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(c) That literal interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive
the applicant of property rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district, as
follows:

| (1) Other properties in the PLR District, of the same size, would have the
ability to construct an accessory building having an area of up to 1,633 sq. ft., and the Applicant is
seeking approval for an accessory building that would be only 512 sq. ft.

(d) That the authorizing of such variance will not be of substantial detriment to
other lands and uses and will not be contrary to the spirit and purposes of this Ordinance, as follows:

(1) The proposed increased size of the accessory building will allow the
Applicant to store more equipment therein, and thereby reduce the appearance of outdoor visual
cluster that could otherwise be seen from the adjacent residential property to the south.

(2)  The proposed increased size of the accessory building is still
substantially less than what would otherwise be permitted by right on a property of this size in the
PLR District.

3 Conditions of Approval. The ZBA’s approval of the above variances is expressly
conditioned upon the Applicant’s compliance with the following requirements:

(a) The relocated building shall meet all setbacks for a Lakeside Yard in Chapter
7A of the zoning ordinance.

AYES: 3
NAYS: 0

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Nelson Townshig ¥oning Board of Appeals
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Nelson Township Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Tuesday October 14, 2025 @ 7:00pm
Nelson Township Municipal Building
2 East Maple St, Sand Lake, MI 49343

Chairperson Stolk calls the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Present: Members, Katy Austin, Tom Noreen, Marc Stolk, Atty Ross Leisman, Applicant Kevin Grifhorst of Pine
Ridge Bible Camp. Audience — None

1. Chairperson Stolk calls the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

2. Approval of March 11, 2025 meeting minutes. Austin motioned, seconded by Noreen. Aye 3.
3. Public Comments there was no public present besides the applicant.

4. Unfinished Business: None

5. New Business:
A. Set 2026 organizational ZBA meeting for January 13, 2026, at 7:00 pm.

B. Public Hearing opened by Stolk at 7:08 pm for a Variance for Pine Lake Bible Camp to move a
lawfully nonconforming accessory building, under section 20.5 of the Zoning Ordinance and a separate
approval to increase the size of the same accessory building from 16' x 20' to 16' x 32" under section 16.0B of
the Zoning Ordinance. Located in the PLR Pine Lake Residential District. (8415 17 Mile Road NE). Zoning
Administrator Gross stated that he only received 1 call from a neighbor within 300’ and after a quick
discussion on where the building was proposed to be moved to no longer had a concern. Public hearing closed

by Stolk at 7:09 pm.

6. Comments from the Commissioners: Upon realizing the board did not have a site plan regarding the
actual proposed amount of feet the building would be relocated the board approved the relocation of the
north edge of the building to be between 140 feet — 160 feet north of the northern edge of the existing
location. This permission hinges upon an approved site plan submitted by Kevin Grifhorst and approved by
Nelson Township Zoning motion made by Noreen and seconded by Austin Aye 3. As for the second part of the
variance requesting to enlarge the building from 16’x20’ to 16’ x32’ the board also approved. Motion made by
Noreen, seconded by Austin Aye 3.

7. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm

Oﬁﬂy L
Katy Austin, Secretary

Nelson Township Zoning Board of Appe



