
Nelson Township Planning Commission 

                                       November 19, 2025 

                                             5:30pm 
                                   Nelson Township Municipal Building 

2 Maple Street 
Sand Lake, Michigan 49343 

Minutes 
 
The Planning Commission was called to order at 5:30 pm. 
 
Commissioners Present: Marc Stolk, John Wier, Dean Wall, Curtis DeJong, Randy DeJong, Tim Covell,  absent: 
Maureen Mahoney 
 
Also, Present:  Supervisor,  Robyn Britton;  Zoning Administrator,  Jerry Gross; and Township Attorney,  Ross 
Leisman; and others on the sign in sheet. 
 
Approval of the Planning Commission Agenda:  Wier made motion to accept the agenda, Wall seconded, 
All-Yes,  absent: Mahoney.  
 
Approval of the Planning Commission Minutes from October 12, 2025:   
 
Public Comment:  Public Comment started at 5:31pm and ended at 5:31pm 
 
New Business:    None 
 
Unfinished Business:  A. Public hearing to amend a special land use and site plan to construct and operate a 
storage facility with outdoor storage space on property located at 15846 Northland Drive NE. 
 
Public Comment started at 5:31pm 
 
Fisher – Father passed away and it took 3 weeks for Consumers Energy to get back to him over the power 
lines.   There are two lines that run, supply lines and feed lines. You can have buildings under feed lines but 
not under supply lines. 
I would like to turn the buildings and remove the 50’ by 150’ building and put two 30’ by 60’ in their place. 
Stolk:  Where does the storm water run 
Fisher:  it runs back to the wet area which has a berm around it.  It runs to the northeast corner. 
Wall:  what is going to stop any flooding? 
Fisher:  A trench will drain them.  The building has a 4-foot drop.    Fisher stated that he never gave the 
committee any print with elevations or any indication of rain runoff.  He stated that the berm is 8 feet tall.  
The elevation at barn 11 to the berm is 4 feet. 
Stolk:  Are all the buildings at the same elevation? 
Fisher:  all the buildings are at the same elevation. 
Wall:  I need confidence that the building will not flood.   I would like to have you provide finish-floor 
elevations. 
R.DeJong:  What is the berm made of? 
Fisher:  Sand 



Fisher:   I would like to see the address changed to 15846,   that is the address the road commission assigned 
it.  I would like to extend the removal of the house by 6 months.  It is taking longer for the residents to pack up 
and move. 
Stolk: Are you using  the existing driveway? 
Fisher: Yes 
Covell:  Are the barns 1 and 2 moving? 
Fisher: Yes, they are moving due to the powerlines.  I am starting with buildings 11 and 12.  Buildings 11 and 
12 are for indoor storage of boats and RVs and may be rented out for other things. 
R.DeJong:  is the garage staying? 
Fisher: The garage is staying;   it will be used as a utility building and not for rent, it will house lawn mowers 
and etc. The fence will run the length of the property across the front.  It will be a wrought iron fence and will 
be seen from the road. 
Wall:  can you draw the proper area for outdoor storage and the retention pond area? 
Fisher:  yes, that would be easy to add. The outside vehicle/RV storage east of the barns 11 and 12 will not be 
used for outside storage but will be used for run-off. 
 
The new site plan needs to show: 
1. The full length of the fence on the front of the property. 
2.  The full water retention area in the northeast area of the site plan.   Show the areas of the retention pond 
and outdoor vehicle storage. 
3.  Is the easement deeded 66-feet or 15-feet, it needs to be added to the site plan. 
4.   Add 6 points of elevation on the berm.  
5.  Show finished floor elevations of all 12 barns. 
6.  Show where the house and shed are but shadow them so we can see where the fence will be.  Barns 1 and 
2 cannot be built until the house and shed are removed. 
7.  Start with buildings 3 through 12 so as not to disturb the residents of the house. You can build buildings 1 
and 2 when your resident has moved. 
8. The person or company drawing up the site plan needs to be added to the print, (My-Site is the name of the 
company drawing the site plan). 
 
The PC committee asked to have a sub-committee to look at the new site-plan to make sure all 8 points above 
were added to the site plan.   Wall said he would be on the sub-committee with Zoning Admin, Gross.  The 
new resolution will not take effect until the applicant presents a new site plan with the amendments corrected 
and the approval of the sub-committee. 
 
Stolk asked for a motion to amend the resolution with the above changes made. 
R.DeJong made the motion, seconded by C.DeJong   All-Yes    Absent: Mahoney 
 
Public comment was closed at 6:44pm 
 
Extended Commissioners Comments:    None 
 
Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 6:48pm 
 
The next Planning Commission meeting will be held  January 21, 2026 
 
 
Recording Secretary: Susan VanEnk 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                     
                                                            


