
Nelson Township Planning Commission 

                                       August 20, 2025 

                                             7:00pm 
                                   Nelson Township Municipal Building 

2 Maple Street 
Sand Lake, Michigan 49343 

Minutes 

 
The Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
 
Commissioners Present: Stolk, C.DeJong, Mahoney, Wier, R. DeJong, Covell, Wall 
 
Also, Present:  Township Attorney Leisman, Zoning J. Gross and Clerk A. Carr, and others on the sign in sheet. 
 
Approval of the Planning Commission Agenda:  Mahoney made the motion to approve the Agenda, Wier 
seconded it.  All-Yes 
 
Approval of the Planning Commission Minutes from April 16, 2025:  Wier made the motion to accept the 
April 16, 2025, minutes, R.DeJong seconded the motion.  All-Yes 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
New Business:  None   
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
 Wall recused himself from the board at 7:05pm. 
 
#1:  Resolution for the bond holder for 16601 Ritchie Mine.  Resolution approving Dean’s Landscaping and 
Excavating LLC as  operator and bond holder for mining operation at – 16601 Ritchie Avenue. 
 
Clerk Carr stated that at this time there are two bonds on the same property.   The Clerks office needed a 
resolution to clear Barber Creek and Hanson’s bonds and make Dean’s the new bond holder. 
 
Wier made the motion to accept Dean’s as the bond holder of 16601 Ritchie Avenue.  R.DeJong seconded the 
motion.  All-Yes 
 
Wall came back onto the board at 7:08pm 
 
#2:  Public hearing for Special Land use for removal of natural resources at 17360 Shaner Avenue. Public 
hearing began at 7:09pm and ended at 7:09pm, the public did not speak. 
 
This is a new resolution but technically it is a renewal.   There have been no complaints.  The scale house that 
is on the property at this time is portable and will be moved when it is not needed at this location anymore. 
 



Attorney Leisman:  This resolution is identical to the previous resolution with one exception which was 
providing an access easement. 
 
C.DeJong made the motion to approve the new Special Land use for the removal of natural resources at 17360 
Shaner Avenue effective August 20, 2025.  R.DeJong seconded the motion.  All-Yes 
 
#3:  Amendment to the Solar Ordinance.    Extended discussion on the  size of a solar array, Special Land Use 
for a bigger array, square footage of the solar array, energy requirements and square footage, capping the 
solar array to 10% including all structures on property,  square footage of solar panels will be equivalent to the 
parallel measurement to the ground, plus other discussion.  Zoning Administrator Gross was asked if he could 
contact the township engineers and find out more information.  The PC committee will do more research into 
this ordinance. 
 
Maureen made motion to table this discussion until more information is received.  Wall seconded it.   
All-Yes 
 
 
Extended Commissioners Comments:   Chairman Stolk asked  Vice-Chairman Wier if he want to put the 
ordinance pertaining to one residence per parcel (temporary use of a structure while building a new 
residential structure)  on the agenda for the next PC meeting.  Wier asked that it be added to the October 15, 
2025, agenda. 
 
 
Adjournment:   
 
The next Planning Commission meeting will be held October 15, 2025 
 
 
Recording Secretary: Susan VanEnk 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                     
                                                            


