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Nelson Township 
Planning Commission Meeting  

2 Maple Street 
Nelson Twp/Sand Lake Municipal Building 

Sand Lake, MI 49343 
7:00 P.M. 

 
 
Chairman Grifhorst called the planning commission meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  
Present: McKown, Dignum, Litwinchuk, VanEnk, Hoffman. 
Absent: Stolk 
Also present Zoning Administrator Jerry Gross, Township attorney Ross Leisman and four 
citizens. 
 
Minutes 
January 19, 2011 planning commission minutes were accepted as presented. 
 
Special Land Use for J & R Auto Recyclers, Inc. – 15730 Northland Drive, Cedar Springs, MI. 
49319.  

 At this time Mr. Grifhorst gave this opportunity to Jason Fisher to explain his special land 
use application. Jason explained they were seeking a special land use to expand their 30- 
year family business and bring their outdoor storage into compliance with the township 
zoning ordinance. The company prides themselves on their proactive approach to 
environmental practices. All dismantling will continue to be completed indoors, along 
with proper recycling of all fluids. 

 Public Hearing was opened at 7:13 P.M. 
 
 
Special Land Use for J & R Auto Recyclers, Inc. – 15730 Northland Drive, Cedar Springs, MI. 
49319.  
 
There was no public comment. Public Hearing was closed at 7:15 P.M. 
 
 The Special Land Use for J&R Auto Recyclers was offered by McKown, seconded by Dignum 
with the following recommendations: 

 Submit lease documents  
 Remove from yard semi-trailers within one-year from the date of the final building 

inspections 
 All vehicle dismantling and fluid removal shall take place within a fully enclosed building. 

 
 Yes 6 No 0 Absent 1. Motion passed 
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May 18, 2011 

Proposed Amendment to the Township Zoning Ordinance 
Section 3.7  Dwellings, Except in Mobile Home Park 
 
Chairman Grifhorst opened the public hearing at 7:13 on Crawl Space Requirements.  
John Wier – 16100 Myers Lake Ave commented that a 32” crawl space is not practical. Jerry Gross 
stated fire safety was a major concern; 32” is inadequate space for repairs. 
The public hearing closed at 7:45 pm. 
The proposed language to change the minimum crawl space from 4’ to 32” was offered by 
Litwinchuck and seconded by VanEnk. Yes 3, No 3. Absent 1. Motion failed. 
 
Natural River Overlay 
 
Amend Chapter 11 – NR Natural River Overlay – Public Hearing Opened 7:46 pm. 
 
Public Comments: 
John Wier, 16100 Myers Lake Ave stated that during the Master Plan reviews there was strong 
community commitment to protect the natural river overlay districts.  
 
Hoffman reported as requested from the last planning commission meeting all parcels that are 
within 300’ from Duke & Cedar Creek were identified as a tool for proposed building sites and 
land division applications. The Zoning Administrator presented a list of 63 parcels that were 
identified by the Kent County Aerial maps dated April 12, 2010.   
 
After the planning commission discussed all the proposed changes to the Natural River Overlay 
district, Hoffman made the motion to approve the changes, supported by Litwinchuck. Yes 4, No 
Dignum, McKown. Absent 1. Motion passed. Public hearing was closed at 8:15. 
 
 
Section 4.    Amendments to Chapter 2, 3, 4, 15 and 19 – Uniformity of Names  
 
 A motion by McKown to send the recommend proposed changes to the township board. 
Seconded by Dignum. Yes 6, No O, Absent 1. 
 
Section 2.2 Amendments to Chapter 13 – Planned Unit Developments (Township Board 
Public Hearing) 
 
Section 2.  Amendments in Chapter 13 – Planned Unit Development (Township Board Public 
Hearing) is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 13.6(I) pertaining to residential planned 
unit development (PUD). Dignum made the motion with support from McKown.  Yes 6, No 0. 
Absent 1. Motion passed. 
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Medical Marihuana 
 
 
The proposed Medical Marihuana zoning ordinance will come before the Planning Commission at 
their August 17, 2011 meeting. 
 
Mike Baczewski 5555 - 22 Mile Road inquired an opinion from the commissioner’s on a Judgment 
concerning his property dispute. Chairman Grifhorst said he needs to contact his attorney. 
 
Without objection the Planning Commission meeting was adjourned at 9:10 P.M. 
 
 
 
Laura Hoffman 
Secretary 
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Attached are copies of J&R Auto Salvage approved by the Planning Commissioner’s on May 18, 
2011. 
 
Overlay district submitted at the May 18 2011 planning commission meeting. 
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Cedar Creek Overlay District 
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Duke Creek Overlay District 
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