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Fred Meijer White Pine Trail Dedication
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Dedication of the Fred Meijer White
Pine Trail took place on April 26,
2008 with gala celebrations in Sand
Lake and Cedar Springs. The new
section of paved trail from Russell
Road to the county line has been
open since the fall of 2007 when
Dean’s Excavating completed paving.
The Tri-County Elementary Bell
Choir opened the ceremony with our

Dave Heyboer-Friends of WPT
National Anthem.
Dave Heyboer, Chairman of the
Friends of the White Pine Trail,
opened the program by welcoming
everyone in attendance. He thanked
all of the partners and friends of the
trail emphasizing how this was a cooperative event. In particular, he
thanked Fred Meijer and the Meijer
Foundation. He told of how he and
Jan Proli were invited to present their
request for “a little money” to the
f ound ation
and walked
out with an
offer of $1.1
million!
Following
Dave’s introduction,
Sand Lake
V i l l a g e
President
Kirk Thielke-Sand
K i r k
Thielke welcomed everyone to Sand
Lake. He told of how old US-131
(Northland Drive) linked communities
along its route and its importance to
the economic vitality of them. When
the freeway opened, this link was

severed and the economic impact
was felt. Since the opening of the
trail, Kirk said that the village had
seen an increase in business from
the
bicyclers, walkers,
and
snowmobile
riders.
N e l s o n
Township
Supervisor
Dorothy
Bishop told
of how one
of her first
duties
15
Dorothy Bishop
1/2
years
Nelson Twp
ago was to
attend a meeting in Paris, MI exploring the possibility of creating a Railsto-Trails project connecting Grand
Rapids to Cadillac. At the meeting,
they settled upon White Pine Trail for
a name. However, she said had it
not been for the volunteers in the
Friends, the trail would never have
been reality. Now it would provide
enjoyment for generations.
Heyboer explained at this point that
Nelson Township was the first to

Dean Wall-Dean’s Excavating
make a monetary commitment to the
trail.
Dean Wall of Dean’s Excavating told
of how as a kid he used to put pennies on the tracks for the trains to
flatten and how excited he was to
have won the contract. He said people were so excited to have the paving done that one evening a gentle-

men was riding his bike right behind
the paver sinking six inches into the
300 oF asphalt! He asked the man
to please wait until morning so the
pavement could set. One thing he
learned on the project was that not
everyone should wear spandex biking and running wear! This then became a running joke through the rest
of the presentations.
Bill Manson, Executive Director of
the Michigan Snowmobile Club
thanked everyone for letting his
group be a part of the project and for
the installation
of
the special
asphalt
mixture.
MDOT’s
T r ans po r tation Planner, Steve
Redmond, Steve Redmondspoke on MDOT
how
the
statewide trail network fit into the
transport enhancement plan.
He
also said that what made these projects possible were the cooperative
efforts of the
organizations
present today.
M i n d i
Koch, Deputy Director
of the Michigan Department of Resources,
said that the
Mindi Koch-DNR
DNR holds
title to 12,000 miles of trails that
really belong to the people. Mindi
commented that trails “help move
people outside,” they connect communities together and provide greenspace. She further stated that “no
other state has as much land in public ownership as our state.”
Tom Pearce, State Representative
for the 73rd District that covers the
northern part of Kent County,
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the mic, he asked Fred if he would
like him to hold the mic to which Fred
said, “I may be old, but I’m not that
old that I can’t hold it.” Meijer said
that it was key to capture these
Rails-to-Trails opportunities as soon
as possible because once they are
lost, you can never get them back.
He said that it is important for people
to have a safe place to ride and

thanked Fred and Lena Meijer for
their realization of “the importance of
reinvesting into our communities”
and for their vision of such things as
the Heart Center, Meijer Gardens,
and this and other trails within the
state. Tom also said he was one of

these trails are about the best place
to do that.
After the official ribbon cutting ceremony, those present were invited to
share hotdogs, snacks and beverages. The official party left a little

Mark Jansen-State Senator

Fred Meijer
at a friend’s cottage on Sand Lake
and how the trip up from Cutlerville
seemed like going to the UP!
When Heyboer handed Fred Meijer

Ray went on to thank Meijer for
bringing “Service above Self” to our
community. Ray then presented him

Ray Huckleberry and Fred Meijer

Ribbon Cutting

those people who shouldn’t wear
spandex!
Mark Jansen, State Senator for the
28th District, which includes northern
Kent County, said that many people
want government to do everything.
This project is a good example of
where people, organizations, businesses, and government have come
together and got something done
that none could have done alone.
Mark reminisced of summers spent
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Cedar Springs High School Band
later and drove down the trail to their
next stop in Cedar Springs.
The Cedar
Springs
High School
Band
welcomed Fred
as he arrived from
Sand Lake.
C e d a r
Springs City
Manager
Chris Burns-CS
Chris Burns
made opening remarks and turned
the mic over to Councilman and Rotary Club President Ray Huckleberry.
Ray spoke to the many things that
Rotary had done in Cedar Springs
and how Fred Meijer was the last
surviving charter member of the club.
At the time the club was established
in 1942, Fred was the manager of
the Meijer store in Cedar Springs.

a copy of the club’s charter.
Fred asked if anyone remembered
the Clipper Girls, Nina Babcock and
Grace Hamilton and a good number
said yes. They were leaders in our
community but couldn’t be Rotarians.
He said he tried to convince the club
in Grand Rapids to be proactive and
let women in but to no avail. He said
one comment he got back was, “I
don’t care what Fred Meijer said we
aren’t going to have any GD women
in our club.” He then asked if anyone knew what GD meant but answered his own question with Good
Dames!
Pat Capek, CS
M a yo r
Pro
Tem, noted that
she was one of
the first women
in the CS Rotary Club and
that “men had
told her they
Pat Capek-CS
were afraid that the women would
ruin everything.” Later the same
person told her that “he had learned
that you were just as bad as we are!”
Speaking for Mayor Linda Hunt who
was sick, she thanked Fred for his
generous support, which would provide economic growth to the community for years to come.
Kyle Curtiss, owner of Festida
Foods, noted that the company's
founder, Raoul Vega, worked for the
Meijer Corporation for many years
before he founded Festida Foods
and that for the last 19 years Meijer
was a valued customer of the company’s tortilla chips.
Thanks Fred and Lena!

