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Practice Burn Facility
The fire departments of the Village of
Sand Lake, Spencer Township, and
the City of Cedar Springs have almost completed Phase 1 of Nelson
Township’s practice burn facility. As
part of this phase all of the doors and
windows on the first floor have been
completed. The beam supporting the
passage way between the two shipping containers has been installed.
One more burn room needs to be
completed. The floor will also be covered with about two inches of concrete.

Dust Layering
The Township budgets for three
applications of calcium chloride
each year. These are applied by a
contract that is administered by the
Kent County Road Commission.
We typically have them applied
prior to Memorial Day, the 4th of
July, and Labor Day.
Weather plays a major role in when
the actual brining takes place. The
county had all of the roads graded
before Memorial Day, but then it
rained. Once the rain stopped, the
roads had to be graded again.
Since the majority of the Board lives
on gravel roads, we can appreciate
the inconvenience that comes when
conditions are dry.

In Phase 2, interior and exterior stairs
will be installed along with a door,
burn room, and windows in the top
shipping container.
This cooperative effort was made
possible by a Michigan Department
of Treasury Competitive Grant Assistance Program.

The amount of dust can be significantly reduced by everyone driving
slower. Driving slower also decreases the formation of
washboards and is easier on your
car. While neither can be eliminated, they can be mitigated by taking our time.

Road Maintenance
The township’s share of state fuel
tax revenue goes directly to the
(continued on page 3)

Holiday Closings…

Township Cleanup…

The Township and Village offices will
be CLOSED
Wednesday, July 1 – Thursday, July 2
Monday, September 7
Monday, October 12
Wednesday, November 11
Thursday, November 26
Thursday, December 24 – Thursday,
December 31 (Treasurer will be available one day during that week from
9 AM – 5 PM to collect taxes

At our May 16 cleanup, we collected four 30 cu yd dumpsters of
trash plus a dump trailer full of lumber. A limited number of electronic
items were also recycled with Comprenew.
Our next cleanup is scheduled for
Saturday, September 12 from 9 AM
to 1 PM. The location will be the
same: the base of the Sand Lake
Water Tower on Cherry Street.
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From the Clerk’s office……….
Laura Hoffman

Lake Library, located at 88 Eighth
Street, Sand Lake. Look for your
new voter registration card this fall.

New Polling Location for
Precincts 1 and 3

Missing Records

The 2016 Election year will start with
a new polling location for Precincts 1
and 3.
Precinct 1 encompasses all lands
South of 22 Mile Road from West of
Keller, North of 18 Mile Road and
East of Cedar Springs Ave.
Precinct 3 encompass all lands
within the Village of Sand Lake
Both precincts will be moving to a
new polling location in the community
room of the Nelson Township/Sand

Last fall we asked residents to verify their deeds to vacant plots in
East Nelson Cemetery so that we
could rebuild our records that were
lost in a fire. We did not get any
response. We did find out about
one lot as the result of a genealogical question.
There are still over 200 lots for
which we do not have information
on ownership. What we would like
to know is if you have a deed to an
unused lot. If so, please contact our
Clerk, Laura Hoffman, and let her
know so that we can update our
records.

Precinct 3

Precinct 1

Precinct 2
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If you know of someone that may
have moved out of state or out of the
area that may have lots, please ask
them to contact Laura, too.
This information will allow us to better
manage the cemetery. We are still
not able to sell lots.
From the Treasurer’s Office…
Katy Austin
We will be in the office Monday
through Wednesday from 9 AM to 3
PM.
Remember, dog licenses are now
aligned with your pet’s rabies shot
date and can be purchased for the
duration of the rabies shot, which is
usually one or three years.

Nelson Township
From the Assessor’s Office…
Jason Rosenzweig

Assessing Record Updates
In accordance with state guidelines
requiring that properties be reinspected every five years, I am planning on visiting select homes in the
township. I will have identification
and will provide it upon request. If
you are not home when I visit, I may
leave a letter explaining the reason
for my visit and a pre-paid postcard
with questions about the interior finish that you can fill out and send
back. Sometimes my visit will include
measuring the exterior of your whole
house and other buildings, other
times it may involve a spot check of a
certain exterior wall, and other times
we may only need a new picture of
the buildings on your property.
If I need to measure any buildings, it
is because I can't get an accurate
measurement from the Pictometry
software that the Township utilizes.
The Pictometry software allows me to
measure all sides of your home from
my computer. If I need to measure
your home, it is because the measurement from the software is not accurate, and I do not want to over assess your home.

Land Divisions
If you plan on splitting your property,
you must file a land division application with the assessor. Land division
applications are available at the
township hall or on the township website www.nelsontownship.org
Other forms available on the website
include: Property Transfer Affidavit,
Homeowner’s Principle Residence
Exemption Affidavit, and Request to
Rescind Homeowner’s Principal
Residence Exemption.
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the term is applied is at the time of
assessment, being the price that
could be obtained for the property
at a private sale, and not at an auction sale…or at a forced sale.”
The General Property Tax Act does
not authorize the assessor to automatically set the assessed value of
a property which has sold at one
half of the sales price. An individual
sale price may or may not be a
good indicator of the true cash
value of the property for a variety of
reasons. Section 211.27(5) of the
General Property Tax Act states;
“...the purchase price paid in a
transfer of property is not the presumptive true cash value of the
property transferred.”
Generally, your assessment is determined by what other properties in
your sales neighborhood have sold
for. Nelson Township has approximately 25 residential sales
neighborhoods. For sales study
purposes, only those sales considered to be market value transactions will be used in determining
assessed values.
“True Cash Value” is synonymous
with “Market Value”
The Appraisal Institute Dictionary of
Real Estate Appraisal defines market value as; “The most probable
price that the specified property
interest should sell for in a competitive market after a reasonable exposure time, as of a specified date,
in cash, or in terms, equivalent to
cash, under all conditions requisite
to a fair sale, with the buyer and
seller each acting prudently, knowledgably, for self-interest and assuming neither is under duress.”

Your assessed value is set yearly at
50% of true cash value.

The 2015 Assessed Value of Nelson Township (including all classes
real and personal property, but not
including special acts parcels) as
certified by the Board of Review is
$136,081,100.

Section 211.27 (1) of The General
Property Tax Act states: “…true cash
value means the usual selling price at
the place where the property to which

The Assessor’s normal office hours
are: Mondays 9 AM to 3 PM and
Wednesdays 9 AM to 1 PM.

Did you know?
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Roads (continued from page 1)
Kent County Road Commission. Under Public Act 51, the Township has
no fiscal responsibility for maintenance of roads. As was well publicized in the Proposal 1 debate that
failed in May, there are billions of unfunded road repairs. So, until we can
get the funding fixed, maintenance
will be limited.
The county does plan to repair and
chip seal the section of 17 Mile between Shaner and Myers Lake Road
this summer along with Shaner from
17 Mile to 18 Mile.
However, we do spend approximately
$20,000 out of the General Fund per
year for dust layering and another
$25,000 to $40,000 per year for minor construction on the gravel roads.
These funds are matched with 45%
from the county and permit the gravelling and ditch maintenance on one
to two miles of gravel roads. This
year we are working on two sections
of Ritchie. One section from Coan
south to Egner and the other from 19
Mile Road south a half mile.
Right now we are working with Courtland Township to pave two miles of
16 Mile from Pine Lake to Keller. This
year the mile from Pine Lake to Tisdel will be completed. Next year they
will do the second mile. Courtland
also plans to pave 1/2 mile section of
Redmond from 16 Mile south to Benham.

Christine Witt
Deputy Supervisor
Christine Witt joined
the township as the
Deputy Supervisor in
May. She is currently
organizing a number of
our special use projects ensuring that everything is current. She
will also be assisting Jason with updating the assessment files.
Christine is a currently studying law
at Cooley Law School .
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Notes from the Zoning Administrator…...
Jerry Gross

Burn Permits
Open fires in a pit or that cover an
area larger than 3 ft x 3 ft x 3 ft
are considered bonfires and must
have a permit. For any fire in a pit or
fire ring that is smaller than 3 ft x 3 ft
x 3 ft and is being used to cook on or
sit around for fun does not require a
permit.
While burn barrels are still legal, they
can only be used to burn untreated
wood, paper and cardboard. It is illegal under Act No. 102 of the Public
Acts of 2012 for a person to “conduct
open burning of household waste that
contains plastic, rubber, foam, chemically treated wood, textiles, electronics, chemicals or hazardous materials. Offenses are punishable by a
civil fine up to $300. Additionally they
must be made of metal or concrete
and have a wire mesh screen on the
top with holes not to exceed 3/4
inches.

Because Nelson Township contracts fire services from Cedar
Springs, Sand Lake and Spencer
Township, you must request the
permit from the municipality providing your fire service. See map
below.
Additionally, to qualify for a permit:
● You must be the property
owner or have written permission
from the owner to burn.
● You must be a minimum of 18
years old to request a permit and
be in attendance of it.
● You must have a water source
at the base of the fire.
● You must have the fire a minimum of 25 feet from any structure or woods and 10 feet inside
your property.
● You can only burn from 8 AM
until midnight.
We understand that sometimes a
tame fire can get out of control. If
it does, call 911 right away.
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You will need to provide the following
information at a minimum for the permit
● Address of where you are going to
be burning
● What you will be burning
● What date you are going to start
● For how many days (up to 4 days
max)
City of Cedar Springs: Call
616.696.1221 and leave a detailed
message. Fire Department staff will
return a call to you in a timely fashion. If you do not receive a return
phone call within 24 hours, it may be
because you do not live within our
fire jurisdiction.
Spencer Township Fire Department: Call 616-984-2200, if you get
the answering machine, you must
wait 24 hours to start burning. This
gives us time to collect the information and call it in to our dispatch.
Village of Sand Lake Fire Department: Call 616-799-5538 or email
fire@villageofsandlake.org.

Animal Control
We get numerous calls about dogs
running loose. According to Kent
County animal health regulations, “A
person who owns or has custody or
control of a dog shall prevent the dog
from running at large. A person who
owns or has custody or control of a
dog shall, at any time the dog is off
that person’s property, restrain the
dog with a lead or leash no greater
than six (6) feet in length.”

Sand Lake

Spencer

Cedar Springs

We cannot enforce
the
regulations
unless we either
see the loose animal or at least have
a dated picture of
the animal on your
property. When reported to the Township, we do come
by and check.
Kent County Animal Control is responsible for picking up loose animals.

